
The First Presbyterian Church 
Hawley, Pennsylvania 

Organized November 25, 1849 

Joys and Concerns of Our Church Family 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) 

The Presentation of Our Offerings 

Offertory                       Good King Wenceslas              Arr. Gregg Sewell
                                      Carol Cowan, piano                   

*Congregational Response                                            Doxology                               Hymnal #606
 Praise God from who all blessings flow; praise God all creatures here below;                                                          
 praise God above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Hymn #93: "Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates “ 

*The Benediction     

*Choral Benediction Response           
      God be with you till we meet again;      
      Loving counsels guide, up hold you,      
      With a shepherd’s care enfold you:      
      God be with you till we meet again. 

*Postlude               The King of Love My Shepherd Is (St. Columba)                 Arr. Penny Rodriguez 

              Matthew Rupcich, piano     

*Please stand, all who are able 

† WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS † 

We welcome you to our worship service this morning. Please join us for the Fellowship and Coffee Hour                       
following the service; all are invited. If you are looking for a church home, we hope you will consider the 
First Presbyterian Church of Hawley. If you would like more information about our church or church 
membership, please visit our website or contact the church office.  

First Presbyterian Church                                                                                                    

815 Church Street, Hawley, PA 18428 | 570-226-4835 | www.fpchawley.org                                                                             

Liturgist:  Carol Cowan 

Ushers and Greeters:   Beth Crowley and John Swaney 

PowerPoint Technician: Bill Roberts 

Coffee Hour hosted by:  Christian Education 

 

The Rev. Dr. Joanne Weiss   

Director of Music: Matthew Rupcich                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Chancel Choir 

Organist: Adele Harrison      

Pianist: Carol Cowan 

“Come to Grow in Love, Spirit, and Faith” 



 

Order of Service 

Third Sunday of Advent               10:00 AM                                                        December 15, 2019 

Please take time to prepare for worship through meditation and prayer during the prelude. As you arrive 
in worship and find a place in a pew, please use the following prayer to center your thoughts and spirit.  
As the prelude begins, quiet your voice and soul.  With music and prayer let us move from ‘getting to 
church’ to ‘being the church’ as we worship together. 

 O Root of Jesse, O Peace, stir up your power within us, that in this time we may await with abundant 
expectation the fulfillment of your eternal presence in creation,   for you live and reign among us, Maker, 
Savior, and Giver of Life, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Prelude          Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                Arr. Jean Anne Shafferman
                      Adele Harrison, organ          Carol Cowan, piano                             

Welcome and Announcements 

Choral Introit                                      Savior of the Nations, Come          

Savior of the nations, come; virgin’s son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Candles                                 Kevin, Oressa and Maddie Miller  

*Call to Worship:           
 Leader: Wonder of wonders - the wolf dwells with the lamb.     
 People: Let no one hurt or destroy in God’s holy mountain.     
 Leader: Wonder of wonders - the leopard lies down with the kid.    
 People : The earth is full of the knowledge of God.       
 All: Wonder beyond wonders, grace upon grace, joy at the heart of joy.  

*Hymn #82:  "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus"         

Prayer of Confession:            
 Gracious and welcoming God, have mercy on your people.  We confess that we do not believe in 
your incarnation. We do not heed your word each day in all that we say and do. We do not see our 
neighbors, families, and friends  as beloved children whom you have made. In your mercy, forgive us, 
for we repent of our ways and look to your power to heal us and raise us up, so that, at the last, you will 
gather us to you and give us peace. Amen.  

Kyrie              
  Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness           
  Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.      
  People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.  

*Congregational Response                    Good Christian Friends Rejoice                                          Hymnal #132 
 Good Christian friends rejoice with heart and soul and voice;                                                                            
 Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!                                                                                     
 Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.                                                                                              
 Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!                                                                                             

  

 

 

*The Passing of the Peace  
 Leader: Since we have been forgiven in Christ, we too should forgive one another.                           
                 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.                                                                                                                                                                        
 People: And also with you.                                                                                                                                                        
 Leader: Let us share the peace one with another. 

Anthem                          Do You Hear What I Hear?                       Arr. Harry Simeone  
 

             Said the night wind to the little lamb:      
              “Do you see what I see? Way up in the sky, little lamb. Do you see what I see?   
   A star, a star, dancing in the night with a tail as big as a kite.” 
 

           Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy:            
 “Do you hear what I hear? Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy. Do you hear what I hear?  
            A song, a song, high above the trees with a voice as big as the sea.” 
 

                       Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king:     
 “Do you know what I know? In your palace warm, mighty king. Do you know what I know?  
             A child, a child shivers in the cold, let us bring Him silver and gold.” 
 

          Said the king to the people everywhere:      
  “Listen to what I say! Pray for peace, people everywhere! Listen to what I say!   
  The child, the child, sleeping in the night, He will bring us goodness and light.” 
 
Minute for Mission                    Melanie Tek-Visgilio 

Time with Young Christians      

Prayer for Illumination                                                   Carol Cowan 

First Lesson: Isaiah 11: 1-3, 6-9             Pew Bible, page 602 or 640, OT 

Second Lesson: Romans 15: 4-7                 Pew Bible, page 153 or 163, NT  

Gospel Lesson: John 1: 6-13                                     Pew Bible, page 86 or 91, NT  

            This is the word of the Lord.                                                                                        
                                Thanks be to God. 

*Hymn #129: "Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

Sermon                                                              “Do You Hear What I Hear?”              The Rev. Dr. Joanne Weiss 

*Affirmation of Faith                
 This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved, 
 if we hold it fast: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, 
 that he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared first to the women, then to Peter, 
 and then to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. We believe that Jesus is the 
 Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus Christ is the first and the last, the beginning and the end; 
 He is our Lord and our God. Amen.    

               


