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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 

“Look at my hands and my feet; see that 

 it is I myself. Touch me and see...” 

 Luke 24:39a 

 

God most high, reigning in glory: we praise you in this Easter season. Change our lives, change our hearts, so 

we may be messengers of Easter joy and hope. We offer this prayer through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord 

forever. Amen. 

 

Prelude                      Come, Ye Faithful     Sullivan 

Adele Harrison, organ     Arr. Broughton 
 

 

Gathering 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship          Oressa Campbell 
  One: O God, some of us are discouraged and long for your embrace. 

  All: Fill us with your love. 

  One: Some of us are weary, weighed down by long months of separation from the familiar. 

  All: Uplift us with your hope. 

  One: Some of us are anxious, seeking refuge from our fears. 

  All: Empower us with your courage. 

  One: Some of us are restless, yearning for transformation. 

  All: Renew us with your grace. 

  One: However we come into your holy presence, bless us with the presence and power of your Holy Spirit. 

  All: We worship you, O God, with joy! 

 

Hymn #234: “Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain” (verses 1, 2 & 4)  

 

Prayer of Confession           The Rev. Carl Wilton                                                   
  O God of empty tombs and abundant surprises, 

  we confess we cannot truly worship you 

  until we acknowledge how unloving we have been. 

  We cannot truly live until we admit the many ways we have been dwelling in death. 

  We confess before you now the hurtful anger we have nurtured, 

  the doubts and fears we have allowed to paralyze us, 

  the misplaced priorities that have led us away from your will and way. 

  Break down the barriers within our hearts, O God: 

  prepare us this day to reach out and touch the Risen Christ.  Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon (Romans 6:9-10, The Message)      Dr. Wilton 
What we believe is this: If we get included in Christ’s sin-conquering death, we also get included in his life-saving 

resurrection.... Never again will death have the last word. When Jesus died, he took sin down with him, but alive he brings 

God down to us. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. All: In Jesus Christ we have been forgiven. Alleluia! 

Amen. 

 



 
Congregational Response, Hymn No.  240, “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”          

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 

  
The Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination                Oressa Campbell 
Living God, with joy we celebrate the presence of the risen Jesus, the Word made flesh. By the power of the Holy Spirit 

may we sense, in words of scripture, his presence among us, real and true. All: Amen. 

 

First Lesson: Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

        This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Lesson: Luke 24: 36-48            Dr. Wilton 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Time with Young Christians                                 

 

Musical Meditation                           Blessed Redeemer          Stan Pethel 
                                                                               Matthew Rupcich, piano                               Tune: Redeemer 

  
  

 Sermon                                          “The Telling Touch”    Dr. Wilton 
 

Response to the Word 

 

Hymn #247, “Now The Green Blade Rises” (all verses) 

 

Invitation to Offering 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debt and debtors) 

 

Hymn #239: “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing” (verses 1, 3 & 4) 

 

Sending 

The Benediction   

 

Postlude                         Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing   Vulpius 

      Adele Harrison, organ    
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Hymn #234: “Come You Faithful, Raise the Strain” (verses 1, 2 & 4)  

Verse One: 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought forth Israel into joy from sadness, 

loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke Jacob’s sons and daughters; 

led them with unmoistened foot through the Red Sea waters. 

 

Verse Two: 

’Tis the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison, 

and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun has risen. 

All the winter of our sins, long and dark, is flying 

from the Light, to whom we give laud and praise undying. 

 

Verse Four: 

Neither could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark portal, 

nor the watchers, nor the seal hold you as a mortal: 

but today, among your own, you appear, bestowing 

your deep peace, which evermore passes human knowing. 

 

Hymn #247, “Now The Green Blade Rises” (all verses) 

Verse One: 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 

love lives again, that with the dead has been; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Verse Two: 

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 

thinking that he would never wake again, 

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Verse Three: 

Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain, 

he that for three days in the grave had lain; 

raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 

Verse Four: 

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, 

your touch can call us back to life again; 

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 

love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
Hymn #239: “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing” (verses 1, 3 & 4) 

Verse One: 

Good Christians all, rejoice and sing! Now is the triumph of our King! 

To all the world glad news we bring: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Verse Three: 

Praise we in songs of victory that love, that life which cannot die, 

and sing with hearts uplifted high: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 

Verse Four: 

Your name we bless, O risen Lord, and sing today with one accord 

the life laid down, the life restored: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 


