
MEET OUR TRANSITIONAL PASTOR 

We are excited to announce that the Rev. Dr. Carl Wilton will be joining us as a Transitional Pastor as of 
March 15!  We are looking forward to having Carl work with us and lead us as we continue to move 
forward during this time of transition as we seek a new permanent pastor.  His experience, many gifts, 
enthusiasm and caring ways will benefit us significantly as we continue to move forward.  

We will be hosting a wine and cheese Welcome Reception on Friday, March 6 (time TBD) so all can have a 
chance to meet Carl and his wife, Claire, before the official start date.  We will also host a special coffee 
hour on his first Sunday with us, March 15, so he may quickly get to know our welcoming and loving 
congregation. A full announcement will be mailed/emailed in the coming weeks, but we wanted to share 
the good news as soon as possible. Below is a brief biography of Carl. 
 

Carlos “Carl” Wilton has served most recently as pastor of the Lamington 
Presbyterian Church in Bedminster, New Jersey, and before that was pastor 
of the Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church, Point Pleasant Beach, New Jersey. 
Earlier, he was assistant dean and director of admissions at the University of 
Dubuque Theological Seminary, Iowa. He began his ordained ministry as 
Associate Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Toms River, New Jersey. 
 

He holds the B.A. degree from Washington College, Maryland; the M.Div. 
from Princeton Theological Seminary; and the Ph.D. in Divinity from the 
University of St. Andrews, Scotland.  His doctoral dissertation was on the 
Reformed understanding of ordination as diakonia, or servanthood.  
 

Dr. Wilton is an adjunct professor at Princeton Theological Seminary, teaching 
Presbyterian polity and worship. He has also taught at New Brunswick Theological Seminary in the area of 
Presbyterian studies. For ten years he was Stated Clerk of the Presbytery of Monmouth, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.)  He is the author of several books of sermon resources based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary, as well as Principles of Presbyterian Polity (Geneva Press, 2016). 
 

He is married to the Rev. Claire Pula, presently serving as Interim 
Pastor of the Highlands Presbyterian Church in Schooley's 
Mountain, New Jersey. They have two adult children: Benjamin 
Wilton, an ESL teacher and singer-songwriter who lives in 
Portland, Oregon; and Ania Wilton, an artist who lives with her 
husband, Ryan Cutchen, in Lafayette, Colorado. Carl and Claire 
enjoy reading novels on the front porch of their summer 
“camp” (vacation home) in the northern Adirondacks. They’re 
looking forward to exploring hiking trails in the Hawley area with 
their dog, Oliver (a Yellow Lab/Golden Retriever mix). Their cats, 
Lily and Sam, display little enthusiasm for such activities. 
 

For the coming months, Claire will be spending more time in temporary accommodations in New Jersey 
than in Hawley as she finishes her interim pastorate, but is looking forward to getting to know Hawley 
members at weekday events when she is here.  
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