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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

  

 

Prelude                  Brethren We Have Met to Worship   Arr. Jan Sonborn 

           William Moore 

Gathering 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship 

   One: Let us worship the eternal God, 

the source of love and life, who creates us. 

   All: Let us worship Jesus Christ, 

the risen one, who lives among us. 

  One: Let us worship the Spirit, 

the holy fire, who renews us. 

  All: To the one true God be praise 

in all times and places, 

through the grace of Jesus Christ. 

 

Hymn No. 32, “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 

 

Prayer of Confession 

  One: In the light of your love, O Lord, 

 we acknowledge the many things on our minds: 

 the concerns we carry with us. 

  All: Loving God, forgive us and set us free. 

  One: Free us from the grip of insecurity and worry. 

  Help us put any anxiety into your hands. 

  All: Loving God, forgive us and set us free. 

  One: We admit that we have fallen short: 

 that we have let obedience to your law give way 

 to our desire to appear strong and self-sufficient 

  according to the warped priorities of this world. 

  All: Loving God, forgive us and set us free. 

 You have chosen us for your own. 

 Now, send us out as your own, 

 to live so winsomely and well 

 that others will be drawn to you. Amen. 

 

Assurance of God’s Pardon 

One: Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 

         that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins 

         in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. 

         I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 

 

All: In Jesus Christ, we have been forgiven! 

 



 

Congregational Response, Hymn No 435, “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 

There's a kindness in God's justice, which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 

There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 

 

The Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Holy Spirit, 

pour out upon us 

wisdom and understanding, 

that, being taught by you in Holy Scripture, 

our hearts and minds may be opened to receive 

all that leads to life and holiness. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings 

Genesis 24: 1-34, 42-67 

 Hebrews 8: 6-11 

Time with Young Christians        The Rev. Dr. Carl Wilton 

 

 

Musical Meditation           Lord God of Abraham from Elijah  Felix Mendelssohn  

Matthew Rupcich, soloist 

 
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, this day let it be known that Thou art God, and that I am Thy servant! 

 Lord God of Abraham! Oh shew to all this people that I have done these things according to Thy word.  

Oh hear me, Lord, and answer me! Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, oh hear me and answer me,  

and shew this people that Thou art Lord God. And let their hearts again be turned! 

 

 

Sermon: “The Bible’s Cinderella Story”       Dr. Wilton 

 

Response to the Word 

 

 

Hymn No. 488, “ I Was There to Hear your Borning Cry” 

 

 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Co-officiating at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper: Rev. Claire Pula 

 

Invitation 

 

 

 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460700806
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460697068


 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One:  The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Unison Prayer After Communion 

  We marvel, O God, 

  that you love us before we love you. 

  By your Spirit, help us to do unto others 

  as you have done unto us: 

  feeding others as you have first fed us, 

  blessing others as you have first blessed us, 

  giving to others as you have first given to us. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn No. 338, “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 

 

 

Sending 

Benediction 

 

Postlude           Postlude: A Patriotic Quotation  Arr. Hughes 

           Tune based on “Materna” 

 

 

Hymn No. 32, “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 

Verse One: 

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise, 

that spread the flowing  seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day. 

The moon shines full  at God's command, and all the stars obey. 

 

Verse Two: 

I sing the goodness of the Lord who filled the earth with food. 

God formed the creatures through the Word, and then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where'er I turn my eye, 

if I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky! 

 

Verse Three: 

There's not a plant or flower below but makes thy glories known. 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne, 

While all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care, 

and everywhere that we can be, thou, God, art present there. 



 

 

Hymn No. 488, “ I Was There to Hear your Borning Cry” 

Verse One: 

“I was there to hear your borning cry; I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day  you were baptized to see your life unfold. 

I was there when you were but a child with a faith to suit you well; 

in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell.” 

 

Verse Two: 

“When you heard the wonder of the Word, I was there to cheer you on. 

You were raised to praise the living Lord to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time and you join your hearts as one, 

I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun.” 

 

Verse Three: 

“In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,  

I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun. 

When the evening gently closes in  and you shut your weary eyes, 

I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise.” 

 

Verse Four: 

“I was there to hear your borning cry; I’ll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold.” 

 

 

 

Hymn No. 338, “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 

Verse One: 

O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

for purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 

America! America!  God shed his grace on thee, 

and crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea! 

 

Verse Two: 

O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 

who more than self  their country loved, and mercy more than life! 

America! America! God mend thine every flaw; 

confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law! 

 

Verse Three: 

O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 

thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! May God thy gold refine 

till all success be nobleness and every gain divine! 

 


